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French  Fraternity  and  French  ProteSlion^ 


T  F  ever  any  thing  dcfcrvcd  to  be  well  weighed,  and  confidered 
hy  the  people  of  rhis  kingdom,  it  is  the  fubjec):  of  the  follow- 
ing addrcfs.  It  concerns  the:n  as  men,  as  chriftians,  as  fathers 
and  hulbands,  and  y.s  lovers  of  their  country  ;  if  they  are  led 
adray  on  it  they  are  ruined  without  reprieve  ;  if  they  fee  it  in 
a  right  light,  it  may  not  be  yet  too  late  to  fave  themfelves.  Then 
are,  therefore,  moli  earneRi)^  exhorted,  let  their  prefent  opi- 
nions be  what  they  may,  to  read,  at  kail,  what  is  here  prefented 
to  them,  or  to  liften  to  others  who  will  read  it  to  them  ;  and  it 
ought  to  be  a  moll  facred  duty  with  every  man  who  has  a  feeling 
(yf  humanity,  or  a  regard  for  the  public  peace  and  happinefs,  to 
fee  that  it  be  univerfaily  diffuf^'fl,  a;:d  univerfally  read. 

'i  lie  unhappy  (late  of  this  kingtlom  is  felt  and  lamented  by 
every  one  ;  and  every  one  fears  tlvat  it  may  daily  become  worfe 
and  worfe.  Among  the  means  that  Iiave  been  mofl  fuccefsfuUy  ' 
employed  to  bring  us  to  this  iituatlon,  and  that  has  chiefly  mified 
the  people,  is  the  favourable  light  in  wliich  the  French  Nation 
is  reprefe>ited  to  them.  They  are  taught  to  confider  them  z» 
the  deliverers  of  Europe  ;  as  the  protestors  of  all  that  are^oppref- 
fed,  or  will  make  a  common  caufe  with  them  in  redrefiing 
wrongs,  and  promoting  unlverfal  benevolence.  ,They  are  told 
that  to  be  received  into  their  friendflnp,  and  bleiled  with  their 
proteclion,  is  an  immediate  releafe  from  all  the  fuflerings  and  in- 
conveniencies  complained  of  under  other  governments,  and  that 
wherever  they  plant  their  tree  of  liberty  a  complete  equality  h 
iiiftantiy  efiiablifhed,  all  gric\'ances  are  redrcfaed,  there-  are  no 
longer  either  rent,  tythes,  taxes,  or  exactions  ;  they  who  are  rich 
become  poor,  and  the  poor  rich,  and  all  is  enjoyment  and  happi- 
nefs  among  the  lower  orders  — all  this  they  are  told,  and  all  this 
they  very  generally  believe.  Such  an  infatuation,  however  ex- 
traordinary, is  not  new  amongft  us.  The  flightefl:  acquaintance 
with  the  hiftory  of  Ireland,  will  fhew  that  there  never  exifled 
a  more  credulous  race  than  the  good  people  of  this  lan<5.  They 
will  believe  any  tale  that  is  told  them they  will  liften  to  any 
man,  w^hether  native  or  foreigner,  who  has  an  intereft  in  deceiv- 
ing and  inflaming  them,  and  follow  any  leader  who  can  have 
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the  art  to  work  on  their  pafTions  and  their  prejudices;  and  avail 
himfr.lf  of  their  divifions.  Thus  they  became  an  eafy  prey  to 
the  Danes,  and  fufFcred  all  the  miferics  of  which  the  tradition  is 
ftill  preferved  amongft  them,  until  one  of  their  own  native  princes 
efFe(fted  their  deliverance.  Thus  they  opened  their  country  to  the 
Englifh,  and  thus,  when  they  had  incorporated  themfelves  witii  that 
people,  and  agreed  to  become  one  with  them,  they  converte{l  their 
green  fields  (to  talk  in  the  modern  cant)  into  a  continued  fcene 
of  internal  war  and  civil  difcord.  "Whether  they  gratified  the 
ambition  or  revenge  of  their  own  native  chieftains,  or  of  the 
rebcllioUvS  Englifh  Lords,  or  of  whatever  pretender  to  the  throne 
they  forwarded  the  views,  whether  a  York  or  a  Lancafter,  a 
Warbeck  or  a  Simnel,  it  was  all  the  fame  to  them,  they  were 
fure  to  be  duped  and  as  furely  were  left  to  pay  the  price  of  their 
folly.  Thus  too,  in  later  days  they  were  duped  by  the  Spaniards, 
affecting  kindred  with  them,  and  working  upon  their  religious 
prejudices  in  order  to  facilitate  their  own  views  againll  Eng- 
land, and  their  fcheme  of  univcrfal  conqueft,  by  which  moH:  of 
the  principal  families  in  Muniler  were  reduced  to  beggary. 
And  thus,  in  Lewis  the  fourteenth's  and  James  the  fecond's 
days,  they  were  the  dupes  of  the  French  aiming  at  the  fame  ob- 
jects, and,  when  their  turn  was  ferved,  were  equally  abandoned 
to  their  wretched  fate  and  the  fruits  of  their  credulity. 

This  laft  vifitation  was  fo  fevere,  and  the  impreilion  of  it  fo  • 
effeftual  and  lading,  that  for  a  long  time  they  were  deaf  to  all 
the  infinuations,  and  proof  againft  all  the  artifices  as  well  of 
French  agents  as  of  domeftic  incendiaries;  they  even  remained 
univerfally  quiet  and  peaceable  when  England  herfelf  fliewed 
pretty  general  fymptoms  of  rebellion  under  the  reign  of  the  two 
lirft  George's  ;  but  alas !  the  fons  '  of  that  generation  are  not 
equally  wife  ;  they  have  forgotten  the  lefibn  of  their  fathers' 
experience,  and,  what  is  ftill  more  deplorable  they  are  blind  tq 
the  experience  of  their  own  day  j  an  experience  fortunate  for 
them,  if  they  would  but  profit  by  their  good  fortune,  acquired 
at  the  expence  of  others,  and  coftnig  them  nothing  but  a  little 
pains  to  enquire,  and  a  refolution  not  to  liften  to  what  is  told 
them  by  fecret  and  midnight  agents,  who  may  invent  any  thing 
they  pleafe  to  miHead  them,  but  to  attend  to  fa£ls  that  are  acled 
in  the  face  of  day,  and  before  all  Europe,  and  to  receive  informa- 
tion coming  to  them  with  its  proofs.  - 

For  thefe  four  or  five  years  pad  they  have  been  liftening  to 
thofe  who  promifed  them  golden  days,  and  riches,  and  cafe, 
from  infurre£lion  and  confpiracies,  and  French  principles,  to  be 
fupported  by  French  money  and  French  power.  Vv^hat  are  they 
^ho  have  been  the  dupes  of  thefe  idle  tales  the  hc^tCT  for  having 
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fo  done  ?  Let  them  compare  tlicir  prefent  (late  with  what  they 
were,  before  they  renounced  their  induftrious  purfuits,  and, 
ftom  honell:  pains-taking  men,  obedient  to  hiw,  and  attached  to 
their  religion,  have  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  changed  into  mid- 
night confpirators,  into  murderers,  and  aflafiins,  and  houfe- 
breakers,  having  neither  the  fear  of  God  or  man  before  their 
eyes.  Will  not  this  comparifon  difpofe  them  at  lead  to  paufe 
for  a  while,  and  enquire  whether  they  may  not  have  been  im- 
pofed  on  ;  whether  the  fine  promifes  that  have  been  made  to 
them  are  likely  to  be  realized,  fhould  they  go  on  in  encourag- 
ing a  French  army  to  land  on  this  Ifland  ?  Whether  the  French 
arethofe  great  friends  and  mighty  deliverers,  to  all  who  receive 
them  and  fraternize  with  them  ?  The  way  to  this  is  plain 
and  open  to  them.  They  have  only  to  learn  how  the  French 
have  treated  other  nations  to  whom  they  made  the  fame  fair  pro- 
mifes, as  their  agents  are  now  making  to  the  Irilh  people,  and 
then  let  them  judge  for  themfelves. 

This  method  has  been  followed  in  his  own  country  by  a  plain, 
fenfible  American,  Mr.  Harper,  a  member  of  the  Congrefs ;  a 
ilrenuous  and  tried  friend  of  true  liberty.  The  fame  indefatiga- 
ble pains  that  have  been  praftifed  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  this  coun- 
try by  French  emifiaries  and  their  abettors,  have  been  pra^tif- 
ing  in  America  for  the  laft  fix  years.  But  America  has  had 
too  fad  and  too  recent  experience  of  one  revolution,  to  be 
very  forward  in  encouraging  a  new  one  They  are  a  fober,  a 
wife,  an  induftrious  and  religious  people.  They  know  too  well 
the  bleffings  of  legal  government,  and  the  happy  effect  of  good 
order,  fecured  by  well  regulated  freedom,  and  by  laws,  made 
in  the  fear  of  God,  and  on  the  ground-work  of  juftice  ai^d 
right,  to  wifh  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  what  the. French 
chufe  to  call  their  government  and  their  conftitution. 

It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Harper,   allows,  that  when  France  firft 
fliewed  a  determination  ro  affert  her  liberty  and  lhake  off  the 
yoke  under   which  it  had  been  fo  long  her  pride  to  crouch, 
*^  the  heart  of  America  beat   high  in  her  caufe.    Even  her 
crimes,  her  follies  and  her  excefles,"  he  fays,  "  were  over- 
looked.    Where  they  could  not  be  pardoned  they  were  paU 
liated :    France  was  confidered  as  fighting  in  the  caufe  of 
freedom  and  humanity^;  and  an  end  fo  excellent  afforded 
much  confolation  for  the  means  which  flic  often  emplov-* 
«  ed.'*  '  • 

This  gentleman  has  lived  to  fee  the  mifchief  of  thus  entering 
into  a  compromife  with  crimes  and  enormities  that  fhock  na- 
ture j  of  thus  looking,  with  fomething  like  fatisfadtion  and  en- 
joyment, over  the  miferies  and  fufFerings  of  the  human  race, 
becaufe   we  expevfl  to  find  fome  contingent  good  at  the  end 
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ot  the  bloody  career.  In  their  early  *^  enthufiafm/'  as  lie  ei-' 
prcfTes  it,  they  admitted  a  refidcnt  from  the  new  government 
amongfl  them,  and  from  that  moment  their  p^atve,  and  the 
liappinefs  which  they  had  purchafed  by  fo  much  blood  and 
treafure  was  deflroyed. 

From  the  ambadador  of  a  foreign  ftate,  rcfidlng  with  an  in- 
dependent, though  friendly  natian,  he  vofe  by  degirees  to  afFecl 
a  controLil  over  all  her  councils,  and  the  maltery  in  all  her 
imperial  proceedings  ;  and  this  he  attempted  with  fuch  haugh^ 
tinefs  and  infult,  and  was  fo  infolentiy  fupportcd  in  his  auda- 
cious proceedings  by  tlie  French  government,  that  the  fplilt 
of  America  at'  length  was  roufed  to  indignation.  An  uni- 
verfal  hatred  to  the  French  name  fucceeded  to  the  general  ex- 
ultation, with  which  Mr.  Harper  aflurcs  us,  the  victories  of 
republican  France  were  received,  and  her  difaltcrs  mourned  by 
her  American  brethren. 

The  wliole  of  this  revolution  in  the  fentiments  of  America, 
and  the  fleps  that  have  led  to  it,  are  forcibly  difplayed  by  Mr. 
Harper;  and  it  is  to  juftify  his  countrymen,  and  to  encourage 
them  in  their  refolution  to  aflert  their  rights  and  their  independ- 
ence that  he  has  publiflied  a  pamphlet  on  the  plan  here  alluded 
to ;  it  is  a  ftatement  of  fa6i:s  known  throughout  Europe,  col- 
lected from  undoubted  records,  and  accounts  publiflied  by  the 
French  themfelves,  or  by  the  people  concerned  in  the  events  : 
the  fame  plan  fliall  be  adopted  in  the  following  pages. 

HOLLAND. 

In  the  winter  of  1794,  the  French  armies  having  over-run 
Belgium,  and  being  favoured  by  the  intenfe  cold  which  covered 
the  rivers  with  ice,  marched  into  Holland  on  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary,.   A  few  days  after  their  arrival,  the  French  commiffioners 
with  the  army  publiflied  a  proclamation,  in  which  they  told  the 
Dutch,      In  the  midfl;  of  war  we  confider  you  as  our  friends 
«*  and  allies ;  it  is  under  this  name  that  we  enter  your  country  ; 
we  feek  not  to  terrify,  but  to  infpirs  you  with  confidence  ;  it 
is  but  a  few  years  fince  a  tyrannic  conqueror  prefcribed 
you  laws;  we  abolifli  them,  and  refl:ore  you  freedom;  we 
*^  come  not  to  make  you  flaves,  the  French  nation  fliall  preferve  to 
you  your  independence,  perfonal  fafety  fliall  be  fecured  and 
property  protected." 

All  this  was  very  friendly,  and  the  Dutch  very  good-naturedly 
l>eHeved  it,  more  efpecially  as  the  French  generals  when  they 
were  approaching  the  country  had  conftantly  repeated  the  fame 
thing.    They  however  foon  found  their  mifl:ake. 

Seven 

*  Sec  Mr.  Harper's  addrei^ 
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feevcii  clays  after  this  firft  proclamation,  the  fame  commiflioiito 
(having  now  been  admitted  into  all  the  towns  with. their  troops, 
and  obtained  complete  pofTeflion  of  the  country)  publiihed  a  fe- 
cond,  in  which  they  "  formally  invited,"  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment to  furniOi  the  army,  within  one  month,  with  the  following 
fupplies,  viz.  two  hundred  thoufand  quintals  of  wheat ;  five 
hundred  thoufand  rations  of  hay  •,  two  hundred  thoufand  rations 
of  ftraw  fi^e  hundred  thoufand  bufliels  of  corn  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pair  of  flioes  ;  twenty  thoufand  pair  of  boots ; 
twenty  thoufand  coats  and  waiftcoats  forty  thoufand  pair  p£ 
breeches  •,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pair  of  pantaloons  ;  two 
hundred  thoufand  Ihirts  ;  fifty  thoufand  .hats ;  arid  befides  all 
this  twelve  thoufand  oxen,  to  be  delivered  in  two  months.  This 
requiljtion  they  call  their  amirabie  and  frie?idly  intentions," 
which  they  flatter  themfelves  the  citizens  and  the  government 
will  fhew  equal  zeal  to  fecorid,  and  in  the  execution  whereof, 
they  hope  that  the  flow  forms  of  ordinary  adminiftration,  and 
<«  all  doubts  about  the  want  of  authority  which  impede  the 

Operation,  will  be  carefully  fet  afide."  And  they  give  the 
Dutch  to  underfl:and,  that  in  cafe  the  articles  were  not  furnifhed, 
tJiey  fliould  be  exa6l:ed  by  force. 

It  was  no*w  too  late  to  hefitate,  the  French  had  crofled  the 
rivers,  their  army  was  in  the  country,  and  the  Dutch  had  opened 
their  gates  to  thefe  "  reftorers  of  their  liberty."  They  were 
therefore  obliged  inftantly  to  comply,  and  on  the  fame  day  they' 
addreffed  a  ^proclamation  to  the  people,  informing  them  of  the 
demand,  and  direfting  them  to  furnifli  their  refpedlive  proporti- 
ons.   In  this  proclamation,  they  remind  the  people  of  the  ab- 

fdlute  neceffity  of  furnifhin'g  the  fuppliesf  without  the  fmallefl 

delay  ;  and  of  the  diflirefs  to  which  they  muft  expofe  them- 

felves  if  they  manifeft  the  leafl:  unwiilingnefs,  or  even  pro- 
"  craftination." 

This,  however,  was  only  the  beginning  :  They  fubfifted  their 
armies  in  Holland  during  the  winter,  took  £very  thing  they 
wanted,  and  paid  in  depreciated  *  aflignats  at  par  •,  and  finally 
they  forced  the  Dutch  to  form  an  ofFerifive  and  defenfive  alliance 
with  them  againfl:  England  for  ever.  The  treaty  was  figned  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1795.    It  obliges  the  Dutch  to  cede  to  France, 

as  indemnities,"  two  of  their  mofi:  important  frontier  towns 
with  the  adjoining  territories,  and  one  of  their  provinces  ;  to 
admit  French  garrifons  in  cafe  of  war  in  that  quarter,  into 
three  other  of  their  ftrongeft  frontier  towns  ;  to  admit  a  French 
garrifon  both  in  peace  and  war  into  one  of  their  principal  fea- 

ports  J 

*  Scraps  of  paper  which  they  fubftituted  for  money,  without  any 
fund  to       them  off,  in  which  they  differ  from  oiv  Bank  notcsn 
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ports  ;  to  give  France  the  free  navigation  of  one  of  their  principal 
rivers ;  to  employ  half  their  forces  in  carrying  on  the  prefent 
campaign  under  the  command  of  French  generals  *,  and  finally, 
to  pay  France  as  a  further  indemnity  for  the  expences  of  the 
war,  one  hundred  millions  of  livres  equal  to  twenty-five  millions 
of  dollars  f,  in  cafh,  or  bills  of  exchange  on  foreign  countries. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  has  lately  happened  from  the  ftatement 
made  to  the  Dutch  government  by  a  committee  of  finance,  that 
for  fourteen  months  then  laft,  the  Dutch  had  paid  two  millions 
of  dollars  per  month,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  twenty-eight 
millions  fur  the  fupport  of  the  French  armies. 

To  thefe  two  fums  add  the  value  of  the  firfl:  contribution 
which  was  exa£led  in  kind,  and  they  amount  at  leafl:  to  fifty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  upwards  of  eight  millions  Englifti.  Of  this 
enormous  fum  have  the  Dutch  been  plundered  by  France,  under 
the  name  of  amity  and  alliance,  in  lefs  than  two  years,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  immenfe  amount  of  alTignats  they  have  been  forced 
to  receive,  to  the  furrender  of  a  whole  province,  of  their  five 
ftrongeft  frontier  towns,  and  of  a  principal  fea-port,  and  to  the 
employment  of  one  half  of  their  troops  in  the  fervice  of  France. 

In  return  for  all  this,  the  French  have  driven  away  the  Stadt- 
liolder  and  changed  the  government.  They  did  not  fuflier  the 
Dutch,  however,  to  adopt  one  to  their  own  mind  ;  a  convention 
■was  called  for  that  purpofe  ;  a  great  majority  of  which  was  in 
favour  of  a  federal  republic.  The  minority  having  oppofed  this 
plan  in  vain,  fent  two  of  their  members  to  Paris  to  obtain  the 
interference  of  the  French  government.  The  French  govern- 
ment did  interfere,  and  the  majority  was  forced  to  yield.  The 
plan  of  government  which  the  great  majority  had  favoured,  was 
now  rejected,  and  a  different  form,  more  fuitable  to  the  views  of 
France,  was  impofed  on  the  nation  *. 

The  Dutch  alfo  obtained,  in  addition  to  all  thefe  proofs  of 
friendfhip,  an  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  war  with  France  againll 
England  ;  in  'which  they  have  already  loft  all  their  rich  pofleirions 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  great  part  of  their 
fleet,  and  the  remains  of  their  trade. 

The  ea/'jcondltions  granted  to  the  Dutch  were  complained  of 
in  the  French  Convention,  and  it  was  alledged  that  the  com- 
miflioners  had  not  drawn  from  Holland  all  the  advantages  that 
the  republic  had  a  right  to  exped.    The  commiflioners  juftified 

the  mfe  Ives 

t  Upwards  of  four  millions  EngliOi. 

^  The  dames  of  the  deputies  who  went  to  France  are  Van  Vicreade 
and  Hooffe.  They  afterwards  publi(hed  a  letter,  in  which  they  avow 
the  affair  and  boaa  of  it.  Sec  Ga%eUs  of  the  United  States.  J^ril  25, 
1797. 
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themfelves  by  alletlging  that  it  would  have  been  impolitic  to  de-i 
maiid  harder  conditions  nt  firjl ;  becaufe  in  that  cafe  the  Dutch 
might  have  been  driven  to  rejljiancc  ;  and  thus  we  fee  openly 
avowed  and  approved  the  fyftem  of  coaxing  a  nation  into  their 
power,  under  the  pretext  of  rendering  it  fervices,  and  then 
plundering  and  opprelhng  it  without  bounds  or  remorfe,  under 
pretext  of  receiving  a  reward  for  thofe  fcrvices. 

What  the  comniiinoners  thought  it  would  be  impolitic  to 
attempt  at  firft,  circumllances  have  fince  enabled  them  to  cafry 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  their  wiflies.  The  appearances  of  fra- 
ternity worked  cxa6lly  as  they  expected.  The  infatuated  l^utch 
yiekied  to  'encroachment  after  encroachment,  menace;  aftei- 
menace,  infult  after  infult,  until  the  French  Directory  had 
gained  the  point  they  aimed  at ;  and  then  the  very  men  whb  had 
been  the  moll  active  in  expelling  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
delivering  the  country  into  the  hands  of  the  French  commiffaries 
and  generals,  were  taken  up  without  notice,  condemned  without 
trial,  and  either  thro^.vn  into  prifon  or  driven  into  banldiment  by 
their  dear  friends  and  deliverers  *,  and  thus  their  once  happy  and 
flouriihing  country,  that  had  fo  nobly  withftood  the  armies  of 
France,  when  thofe  armies  threatened  to  be  as  formidable  to 
Europe  as  they  now  are,  and  gloriouOy  maintained  her  ftate  and 
her  independence  againlt  French  power,  has  fallen  an  eafy  prey 
to  French  difiimulation  and  French  perfidy.  Holland  h.is 
dwindled  into  a  paltry  province  of  an  up  ft  art  foreign  republic, 
andexifts  only  to  minilter  to  its  wants  and  encreafe  its  plunder. 

FLANDERS\ 

The  French  entered  this  unfortunate  country  under  repeated 
and  folemn  pronuTcs  of  prote^lion  and  freedom.  No  fooner  had 
they  obtained  poffeffion  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms,  and  tiie 
favour  of  the  inhabitants,  who  v/ere  foolifa  enough  to  confide  in 
their  promiies,  than  they  put  every  article  of  property  which 
could  be  of  ufe  to  their  armies  into  requlfitlon,  and  compelled 
the  people  to  receive  payment  in  depreciated  afii^nats  at  par  f. 

They  next  levied  immenfe  pecuniary  contributions  on  aii  the 
towns.  They  ordered  meafures  to  be  taken  for  compeliing  the 
people  to  exchange  their  money  for  afTignats  at  par  \.  They 
placed  the  country  under  the  government  of  military  com- 

miihoners. 

See  the  report  made  to  the  National  Convention  by  Carnpt,  Fe- 
bruary i8,  1795  »  which  this  whole  affair  is  ttated,  and  the  means  of 
rcfiftance  that  Holland  might  have  ufed  had  fhe  been  afiailed  under  any 
other  appearances  than  thofe  of  fraternity,  are  pointed  out. 

*  See  Mr.  Harper's  addrefs. 
f  Without  any  diicount ;  penny  for  penny. 
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miflioners.  Finding  that  a'majority  of  the  convention  which  they 
had  aflembled  under  the  pretext  of  making  the  people  free,  were 
adverfe  to  their  views,  they  diflblved  this  convention  by  force, 
though  freely  chofen  the  people,  and  4-his  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe,  to  ufe  the  words  of  one  of  their  comniilfioners,  of 

railing  up  the  ;wiwr/V;?  and  deftroying  or  counterb.'Ylancing  the 
*'  power  of  an  anti-pat na tic  majority^ 

Having  thus  offered  liberty  and  protection"  to  the  Belgians, 
having  thus      broken  their  chains,"  and  **  releafed  them  from 

the  yoke  of  their  ancient  tyrants,"  they  proceeded  to  leize 
and  confifcate,  for  their  own  ufe,  the  whole  property  of  the 
clergy  in  Belgium,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  two  huiidred  and 
iSfty  millions  of  dollars.  Tliis  robbery,  which  at  firft  was  eager- 
ly encouraged  by  many  pofieflors  of  lay  property,  was  foon 
extended  to  all  the  otlier  clafles ;  and  all  are  now  involved  in 
it.  The  military  government,  and  contributions  levied  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  ilill  go  on  in  this  liberated  countrv  *,  and 
we  every  day  read  in  their  gazettes  of  pfirties  of  hovfe  being 
feiU  to  feize  the  provifions  of  fuch  farmers  as  neglect  to  hring 
them  in  at  the  orders  of  the  commilBoners. 

ITALY. 

To  tlie  people  of  Italy,  the  French  when  they  invaded  it,  alfa 
promifcd  liberty  |;  they  even  carried  on  for  fome  time  the  farce 
of  a  convention,  at  which  General  Buonaparte  fent  one  of  his 
Oihcers  with  a  detachment  of  troops  to  prefide.  Having,  by 
thefe  means,  induced  thefe  fimple  people  to  affift  them  againil 
their  own  government,  they  proceeded  in  their  armed  treaties 
with  the  Pope,  to  ftipulate  and  bargain  that  the  provinces  that 
belonged  to  him  fhould  not  be  made  free,  but  be  made  over  to 
France,  and  in  the  mean  time  they  treated  the  fubje6t3  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  ftates,  to  whom  they  had  promifed  freedom,  as  a 
conquered  people  ;  they  plundered  the  churches  ranfacked  the 
citi«f3  pillaged  every  part  of  the  country  by  enisrmous  contribu- 
tions, v/hich  they  levied  on  every  defcription  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
compelled  the  militia  to  join  their  armies,  and  pat  French  gar- 
rifons  in  moft  of  their  ftrong  towns,  forcing  them  to  pay  for  their 
fupport.  At  length,  Vv^hen  the  good  Pope,  anxious  to  avoid 
giving  the  moft  diftant  pretext  for  infringing  the  peace  he  had 
conckided  w'lih.  them,  (knowing  that  they  only  wanted  fuch  a 
pretext  to  begin  their  ufual  work  of  carnage  and  rapine)  could  not 
he  driven  into  any  a£l  of  open  hoftility  againft  them,  either  by 
the  ill  treatment  of  his  perfon,  the  plunder  of  his  moft  valuable 
efFe£ls>  or  the  oppreffive  exaflions  of  money  to  the  amount  of 

more 

X   Sec  Mr.  Harper's  addrefs* 


liiorc  than  a  million  fterling,  they  threw  ofF  the  mafic  all  at  once. 
Under  pretext  of  a  riot  railed  hy  themiclves  by  means  of  their 
ambafTador  and  his  train,  in  which  one  of  their  generals  was  acci- 
dentally killed,  they  feized  the  venerable  old  man,  marched  an 
army  into  his  capital,  Itripped  him  of  all  his  dominions,  and  threw 
him  into  one  of  his  prifons*.  As  for  the  people,  deprived  of  all 
means  of  defending  the  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  or  fupporting 
their  own  independence,  they  are  obliged  to  acquiefce  in  a  farce 
of  their  relcoration  to  liberty,  while  in  fact,  they  are  bound 
hands  and  feet  at  the  mercy  of  the  Directory,  and  are  filently, 
though  indignantly  waiting  to  know  to  which  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Rates  their  territory  is  to  be  annexed  by  their  fovereigns;  or 
to  what  nev/  matter  they  are  to  be  handed  over,  like  fo  many 
flaves,  or  like  (lock  ma-ie  over  to  a  new  purcliafer,  as  tlie  territo- 
ries and  the  iubjects  of  Venice  have  been. 

VENICE. 

This  once  pov/cvful  republic,  adds  to  the  examples  of  French, 
diflimulation  and  French  pertidy.  They  began  by  corrupting  a 
party  of  her  citizens,  who  clamoured  for  iraterniiing  with  them, 
and  alTided  them  in  dellroying  the  old  Government,  but  this  they 
had  no  fooner  done,  than  regardlefs  of  all  the  promifes  they  had 
made  to  that  party,  they  openly  and  barefacedly  ^^dundered  the 
wretched  ftate,  winch  rhey  pretended  to  come  to  fave  for  its  own 
people,  of  all  that  remained  of  its  ancient  power.  They  feized 
on  its  arfenal,  its  docks,  its  fleets  they  plundered  it  of  all  the 
valuable  productions  of  art,  on  which  it  fo  jultiy  prided  itfelf, 
and  in  their  treaty  with  the  Emperor  made  over  its  inhabitants  to 
the  Houfe  of  Auilria,  without  troubling  themfelves  in  the  fmall- 
eft  degree  with  the  remonitrances  of  the  party  who  had  favoured. 
their  interefts. 

Such  was  their  prote<ftion  v/hile  with  them,  and  on  the  depar- 
ture of  their  armies  from  their  ftate,  they  took  care  to  give  her  a 
lafl:  proof  of  fraternity.  Every  ftratagem  was  pra6bfed  by  them 
to  extort  the  little  money  that  was  left  among  the  v/retch^d  injia- 
bitants.  General  Serruricr  made  a  demand  of  thirty  thouTand 
fdver  ducats  from  the  corporation  of  gold  and  fdver-fmiths,  for 
having  guarded  their  (hops  from  being  pillaged,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  filver  ducats  from  the  municipality,  for  having 
made  it  a  municipality  i  and  with  this  plunder,  and  what  re- 
mained 

*  Since  thefe  fliects  v/ent  to  prefs,  his  flight  has  been  connived  at, 
and  this  unolfending  man,  refpedtable,  if  for  nothing  clfc,  yet  for  the 
innocence  of  his  life,  and  the  fweetnef;?  of  his  manners,  is  wandering 
from  place  to  place  a  wretched  exile,  for  no  other  reafon  than  that  he 
was  tijie  head  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  a  fovereign  prince  reigning 
over  a  willing  people. 
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njainedof  valuable  pieces  of  art,  particularly  four  fine  ftatues  c^f 
Horfes,*  which  they  took  down  and  embarked  amidft  the  mur- 
murs of  the  people,  they  failed  on  board  the  Venetian  Fleet,  and 
left  the  deluded  nation  in  a  Rate  to  think  themfelves  happy  even 
in  falling  under  a  foreign  yoke,  as  it  refcued  them  from  their 
treacherous  and  fanguinary  tyrants. 

SWITZERLAND. 

When  we  look  to  this  country,  we  (hall  find  that  among  the 
places  moft  generally  infe^led  by  the  French  madnefs  w^as  the 
Pays  de  Vaud,  the  moft  plcafant  and  fertile  country  belonging  to 
the  Canton  of  Berne,  and  as  fueh  moft  greedily  defired  by  France. 
The  confequence  of  this  madnefs  was  the  introduction  of  a  French 
army  among  the  once  happy  people,  and  the  fraternal  embrace^ 
From  that  hour  they  have  experienced  nothing  but  mifery  and 
wretchednefs.  By  the  very  laft  packets  we  have  received  ac- 
counts that  the  contributions  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants,  have 
been  fo  exorbitantly  oppreffive  as  to  compel  them  to  remonftrate 
with  their  friends  and  deliverers.  ^Phe  remonftrance  is  full  of 
kindnefs  and  fubmiflion,  the  ahfv/er  is  at  once  tyrannical  and  in- 
fulting.  The  Commander  in  Cliicf  aflures  the  brave  inhabitants 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  that  the  great  nation  is  their  alTured  friend, 
but  (he  muft  have  an  army  for  their  protedlion  j  that  army  muft 
be  paid,  and  clothed,  and  victualled  ;  nothing  more  was  levied 
than  what  was  neceflary  for  thofe  purpofes ;  but  be  the  contribu- 
tions what  they  may,  the  money  is  fpent  among  themfelves,  and 
fo  it  may  all  come  back  to  the  firft  owners. 

With  this  infolent  and  taunting  anfwer  the  deluded  inhabitants 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  muft  be  content.  It  is  too  late  for  them 
now  to  attempt  to  join  the  brave  and  independent  part  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  who  have  flown  to  arms,  preferring  death  to  the 
domination  of  fuch  tyrants,  and  fetting  at  defiance  all  their  me-' 
naces.  Like  the  fheep  in  the  fable,  they  muft  fubmit  to  v/hat- 
ever  treatment  the  wolves  may  think  proper  to  give  them  ;  for 
they  liftened  to  their  deceitful  infinuations  againft  their  faithful 
dogs,  who  werci  their  guardians  and  protestors,  and  drove  them 
from  amongft  them.  They  did  not  refleCt  that  when  they  re- 
nounced the  Government  under  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
happy;  when  they  weakened  their  country  by  pulling  down  the 
higher  orders,  with  whom  they  had  been  fo  long  connected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  freedom,  and  of  every  thing  that  can  make  a 
focicty  happy  and  flouriihing,  as  far  as  human  fociety  can  be  fo, 

and 

*  This  is  only  mentioried  to  flisw  what  complete  thieves  and  robbers 
tbcfe  friends  of  mankind  are. 
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and  gave  up  thcfe  their  natural  defenders  for  ftrangers  and  foreig- 
ners, they  would  he  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  thofe  foreigners, 
and  be  left  without  refource,  fliould  they  play  the  fame  game 
with  them,  which  they  faw  them  playing  with  the  nations  around 
them.  This  they  now  fnid,  when  it  is  too  late.  And  if  they 
hnd.it  in  the  very  beginning  of  their  friendly  connexion,  how 
will  it  be,  when,  as  was  the  cafe  of  the  Dutch,  the  perfons  who 
now  venture  to  remonftrate  with  thofe  friends  of  the  people 
throughout  the  world,  (hall  be  feized  without  warning,  or  no- 
tice, and  either  be  put  to  death,  or  baniflicd,  and  their  property 
plundered,  to  indemnify  the  great  nation  for  thefe  a6ls  of  friend- 
ihip  and  protection  ? 

it  has  been  already  obferved  that  thefe  are  fa£ts  that  are  known 
to  all  Europe.  Now  let  any  plain  man  compare  thefe  fa£ls  with 
what  he  daily  hears  advanced  by  French  agents  and  their  friends 
amongft  us,  and  judge  forhimfelf  what  credit  is  due  to  the  repre- 
fentations  that  are  made  of  French  proteclion,  and  French  fra- 
ternity. Let  him  judge  fur  himfelf  what  lie  is  to  expedl  fliould 
thefe  friends  of  mankind  once  find  a  footing  amongft  us.  Can 
their  agents  and  emiflaries  promife  greater  things  in  their  name, 
than  were  promifed  to  the  people  of  Flanders,  c»F  Holland,  of 
Italy,  to  the  difaffeded  Venetians,  and  the  Pays  de  Vaud  ?  Were 
not  they  told,  as  our  people  are  told,  that  the  French  were  to 
bring  them  freedom  and  happinefs  ?  that  they  were  to  break  their 
chains,  and  deliver  them  from  opprelhon  ?  that  there  were  to  be 
no  more  public  burdens,  nor  taxes,  nor  exactions  from  the  mo- 
ment their  tree  of  liberty  was  raifed  ?  that  the  rich  would  be  no 
longer  above  the  poer,  but  that  all  fhoaid  have  equal  rights,  and 
equal  property  ?  All  this  they  were  promifed,  and,  in  one  way 
indeed,  the  promifc  was  obferved.  The  rich  and  poor,  certain- 
ly, were  put  on  an  equality,  but  it  was  an  equality  of  plunder 
and  mifery.  The  rich  were  banifhed,  and  robbed  of  their  eftates; 
the  clergy  were  profcribed,  and  their  eflates  fold  but  inftead 
of  the  lower  order  getting  the  fpoil  divided  amongft  them  as  they 
Gxpe»i1ed,  the  French  either  feined  them  for  the  advantage  of 
their  generals,  and  oiPicers,  and  commiiiaries,  or  they  fold  them 
for  the  fuppoit  of  their  armies ;  and  v/hen  the  price  of  them  was 
ifijuandered  away,  thefe  friends  of  the  people  came  upon  the  far- 
mers, rich  and  poor,  for  their  corn,  their  horfes,  their  ftock, 
7\nd  upon  the  labourers  for  their  work  in  every  kind  of  drudgery 
t.p  which  they  could  force  them.  Now  I  would  afk  what  prof- 
pe6\;  can  the  people  of  this  CGK.\ntry  have  that  they  fliall  be  better 
treated  ?  None  on  the  contrary,  they  muft  expe£l  to  be  treated 
much  more  cruelly.  Thefe  robbers  have,  now,  no  longer  any  other 
country  to  plunder.  They  have  ftripped  and  fleeced  all  the  relt 
^)f  Europe,  and  having  no  refource?  elfewhere,  they  muil  iopk- 
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for  them  here  ,  we  are  the  lall  ro  be  devoured.  It  is  a  wel! 
known  fa6i:  that  the  Dire£loty  have  promifcd  a  free  gift  to  the 
army,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  of  ten  hundred  thoufand 
iTtilJion  of  livres.  For  tliis  they  have  no  funds  at  home.  The 
Jands  belonging  to  the  Crown,  the  huids  belonging  to  the  Church, 
the  property  of  the  Emigrants,  the  royal  woods,  have  all  been 
fold,  and  the  purchafe  divided  among  the  thoufands  of  adventurers 
that  fprung  up  one  after  another,  in  that  wretched  country,  cut- 
ting each  others  throats,  in  endlrJs  fucceflion,  or  exhaulled  by 
the  demands  of  this  army.  Nothing  then  remains  but  the  plun- 
der of  thefe  Iflands,  i\nd  the  hopes  of  this  is  the  only  incitement 
the  Directory  have  to  offer  to  their  foldiers  to  engage  in  an  ex- 
pedition, which  they  difiike  from  the  dangers  which  they  liave 
to  encounter.  I  would  then,  alk  any  man  of  common  fenfe  if 
it  be  likely,  under  fuch  circumftances,  that  the  French  army 
would  prefer  their  dupes  in  Ireland  to  themfel^es,  or  fuffer  any 
other  perfons  to  divide  what  they  will  account  the.  price  of-all 
their  toils  and  all  their  fervices  ?  It  is  abfurd  to  think  fo,  and  no- 
thing but  infatuation  can  make  any  perfon  prefer  to  thcieftrmony 
of  thefe  indifputable  fa£ts,  the  mifreprefentations  and  made  up 
ftories  of  fecr%t  agents,  the  employers  of  whom  are  not  fo  much 
as  named  to  the  poor  ignorant  people  whom  they  miflead. 

But  at  beft,  and  fuppofing  any  man  can  be  fo  weak  as  to 
believe  that  the  French  would  make  a  difference  between  the 
Irifli  and  every  other  people  they  have  had  to  do  with,  and  that 
they  would  be  fo  generous  as  to  con'ie  over  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives,  merely  to  ferve  their  dear  brothers  in  Ireland,  and  to  give 
them  the  bleffmg  of  their  fyllem,  I  would  have  that  man  think 
for  a  moment  what  that  fyftem  is.  I  would  alk  him  if  under  a 
fyllcm  that  encourages  a  fubjecl  to  dethrone  his  prince,  a  vaffai 
to  murder  and  rob  his  lord,  and  a  tenant  to  difpoffefs  and  plun- 
der his  landlord,  any  man  can  promife  himfelf  to  keep  what  he 
has  for  an  hour  ?  Will  not  the  fame  fyftem  authorife  the  needy 
Ihopkeeper  to  plunder  the  more  wealthy,  tradefman,  the  fciillocig 
to  plunder  the  farmer  ;  the  cottier  the  fculloag  ;  and  the  labourer 
both  }  and  when  the  plunderers  thus  become  comparatively  rich, 
and  the  plundered  poor,  muft  not  the  fame  work  be  begun  again, 
and  fo  all  we  fhall  gain  by  introducing  French  principles  amongft 
us,  will  be,  to  be  cutting  each  others  throats  for  ever,  and  to 
have  nothing  arnongfl;  us  bwt  robbery,  plunder  an-d  maffacre. 
•This  is  exa£lly  what  has  been  the  cafe  in  France  for  the  lad  feven 
years.  They  who  firft  murdered  or  expelled  the  royal  family, 
and  the  great  lords,  and  the  clergy  and  wealthy  gentlemen,  after, 
rioting  a  little  while  in  their  ill  got  gains,  were  murdered  or  ex- 
pelled in  their  turn  by  another  fet  of  adventurers,  and  fo  on  from 
day  to  day,  while  the  poor  deluded  people,  who  were  fools 

enough 
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jfnciv^h  to  alTifl  in  cnrrying  on  this  hcllifli  plan,  and  rofc  up  againfl: 
theiv  landlords  and  maltcrs,  and  pricds,  found  tliemfelvcs  nor 
only  not  bettered,  bat  a  thoufand  times  worfe  •,  feeing  a  few 
lawyers  and  attornies,  and  newfpapcr  printers,  and  fehool-m af- 
ters, and  apoftate  clergy,  taking  the  place  of  the  old  proprietaries 
of  the  land,  and  ufing  the  tenantry  ten  times  more  oppreffively 
than  they  ever  had  reafon  to  complain  of  in  the  old  times. 

What  then  can  equal  the  folly  of  wilhing  to  fee  fuch  a  fet  of 
mo«i(ters  come  amongft  us  ?  or  vlio  that  has  a  wife  and  family, 
or  that  has  zh<t  common  feelings  of  a  human  creature,  will  not  fee 
the  neceihty  of  fetting  his  face  againft  the  wicked  men  that  arc 
going  about  the  country  deceiving  and  mifleading  the  poor  igno- 
rant people,  and  of  joining  with  his  honell .  neighbour,  of  what- 
ever defcription  or  religion  he  may  be,  inputting  them  down  ? 

Should  not  the  landholder  join  in  this  union  ?  he  is  certain  to 
be  flript  of  all  he  pofleffes  ;  for  the  very  firft  thing  the  agents  of 
France  promife  is  that  he  is  to  be  dcRroycd. 

vShould  not  the  farmer  join  in  it  ?  he  is  richer  than  his  neigh- 
bour, and  therefore,  muft  be  pulled  down,  and  undei  the  fup- 
pofcd  fyfliem  that  is  to  be  fet  up,  a  farmer  with  his  cottiet  and  his 
labourer  is  no  more  to-be  fuflercd  to  exill,  than  a  prince  md  his 
fubje£l:,  a  lord  and  his  vaflal,  a  landholder  and  his  tenant,  for  all 
in,urt  be  equal. 

Should  not  the  prcfbyterian  join  in  it  ?      ill  the  deifts  ind 
atheifts  of  France  indulge  him  with  form  of  church  governmeit 
to  which  he  is  fo  much  attached  ?  Will  he  not  find  them  as  great 
enemies  of  the  meeting  houfe  as  to  the  church,  fnice  the  name  of 
Jcfus  Chrifl:,  which  they  are  fworn  to  extinguifli,  is  worfhipped  * 
m  both  ? 

Will  not  the  Roman  Catholic  join  in  it  ?  Will  the  French 
kave  him  the  confolation  of  his  religion,  or  its  clergy,  after 
having  dethroned  and  baniflied  the  Pope,  expelled  all  the  cardi- 
nals and  biftiops,  and  while  they  conhder  his  religion  to  be  the 
fame  with  what  they  call  the  dangerous  fuperftition  which  they 
have  abolifhed  in  France,  and  againft  which  they  (hew  the  greateft 
enmity  wherever  they  have  power  ^ 

Will  not  even  the  little  farmer  and  cottier  and  labourer  join 
in  it,  when  they  knov/  how  thofe  of  their  own  clafs,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  having  begun  by  fupporting  the  caufe  of  the 
French,  were  afterwards  treated  by  them  in  Flanders,  and 
Holland,  and  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  and  wherever  they  have 
teen  received  ? 

Let  thefe  things  be  made  generally  known  among  the  people  ; 
let  them  be  told  what  French  fraternity  and  French  protedion 
really  are.    Their  fraternal  embrace  is  the  hug  of  the  bear,  to 
%eeze  to  death  and  then  devour  ;  Their  proteilion  is  the  pro- 
tection 
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tcdion  of  the  Hon  hunting  with  the  heifer,  the  flag  and  the 
iheep  •,  he  took  one  half  of  the  game  they  had  caught,  as  due 
to  him  in  juRice  for  his  protection  and  aifiitance  ;  and  the  other 
bccaui'e  he  was  the  flronged,  and  would  tear  in  pieces  any  of 
the  others  that  fliould  dare  to  rcfift  or  to  complain. 

And  arc  thefe  the  friends  for  whom  the  people  of  this  country 
are  invited  to  change  their  prefent  rulers  and  governors  ?  Are 
thefc  the  men  for  whom  we  are  to  oppofe,  to  mafiacre,  to  aflafli- 
!iate  our  landlords,  our  magif^rates,  our  minilters^  our  neigh- 
bours and  acquaintance,  with  whom  we  have  lived  quietly  and 
contentedly  all  our  lives  ? 

What,  ill  the  name  of  God,  has  the  introducing  fiich  a  fet  of 
murderers  and  robbers  amongft  us,  to  do  with  ougj^jfputes 
amongft  ourfelves  ?  Suppofing  that  a  Roman  Catholic  is  dil^jii- 
tcntcd  becaufe  he  cannoc  fit  in  Parliament ;  how  can  his.tafc  be 
blattered,  or  his  wilbes  advanced  by  thofe  who  will  leave  him  no 
rarliamcnt  to  fit  in  ?  Suppofing  the  Diflcnter  diflatisfied  becaufe 
he  cannot  have  his  reform  in  the  Houfe  of  Commofis :  "V^hat 
has  he  to  expecl  towards  the  gaining  of  his  objeft  from  thsofe 
who  wi/l  leave  liim  no  Houfe  o£  Commons  to  reform  ?  ^nd 
yet,  ll/ange  to  think,  it  is  of  fuch  quclHons  as  thefe  that  the 
agent/  of  France  take  advantage  to  promote  their  own  caufe. 
The/  four  the  Roman  Catholic  againft  the  Proteftant,  and  the 
Pi^tellant  again  ft  the  Roman  Catholic  :  They  tell  the  Roman 
Quliolic  that  the  Proteftant  is  to  cut  his  throat,  and  the  Pro- 
/4:llant  that  he  is  to  be  maflacred  by  the  Roman  Catholic,  and 
/4>oth  defcriptions  are  their  dupes,  and  play  their  game  for  them, 
/  by  being  exafperated  and  enflamed  againft  each  other.  But  when 
once  they  have  made  their  ov/n  ufe  of  thefe  jealoufies  and  heart- 
burnings, they  will  laugh  at  the  folly  of  both — They  will  make 
them  both  feel  when  too  late,  that  the  eftate  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic gentleman,  the  property  and  the  haggard  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  farmer,  and  the  cow  of  the  Roman  Catholic  cottier  are 
as  good  and  as  fair  plunder  as  thofc  of  the  Proteftant  of  the  fame 
rank;  and  as  to  the  religion  of  either,  or  any  thing  connefted 
with  it,  what  difference  can  be  expedled  to  be  made  between 
tiicm  by  thofe  who  are  the  fworn  enemies  of  all  religion  ?  who 
-Icny  toth  God  and  his  Chrift  ?  who  will  equally  pyll  down  the 
altar  and  the  communion  table  ?  the  King  and  the  Pope  ?  the 
church  of  England  and  the  church  of  Rpjn;!^,  the  priqft  and  the 
parfon  ? 

Be  wife,  therefore,  my  couptrymen  *,  be  wife  at  the  expence 
Cii  others,  that  others  may  not  be  wife  at  your  expence.  Com- 
ps^^e  what  French  protection  and  French  fraternity  arc,  as  promif-: 
cd  to  you,  and  as  experieqced  by  other  nations,,  and  judge  for 
y^urfeiyes. 

THE  END. 


